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The Overlapping Gaze: The other and the Self under Nadia’s
Gaze in Great House

Song Ping
Hanghzou Dianzi University, School of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Hangzhou

Abstract: In Nicole Krauss’ Great House, Nadia’s gaze is the superimposition of the male other’s image through the filter
of memory and a projection of the self as well. From the perspective of Jean-Paul Sartre’s gaze theory, Nadia’s gaze never
truly reaches Adam himself, instead, his figure is overlaid with the image of Daniel-Varsky, a poet who disappeared
due to political persecution. By writing the male’s body, the hegemony of the male gaze in traditional narratives is also
subverted. Meanwhile, the novel does not reduce female desire to the conquest narrative common in male-centered
stories, but keeps it in an unfulfilled state all the time. Nadia’s gaze is also an extension of her self-projection, an attempt
to resist aging and seek the confirmation of her self-worth. However, Adam’s disgust and rejection shatter her illusion,
forcing her from the subject viewing to the gazed-upon object. Now Nadia has to face her true self and make a choice.
The novel offers no definitive answer at its ending, revealing the true form of Sartre’s “situation extréme” in reality.
Through analyzing Nadia’s gaze, this paper aims to offer a possible interpretive path for understanding the complex
entanglements among gender, history, and existence.

Key words: Great House; Nicole Krauss; Jean-Paul Sartre; Gaze
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