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Responsive Justice and Public Opinion: An Interaction
Analysis Through Two Typical Cases

Li Muyu
Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai

Abstract: Under the influence of new media technologies, online public opinion often exerts pressure on the judicial
system through collective appeals. Responsive justice, as a form of proactive jurisprudence, must adeptly navigate the
dual relationships between law and morality, and law and politics when addressing societal concerns. It should fulfill
its core functions of resolving disputes and mitigating conflicts. Cases such as the Jiang Ge Case and the Kunshan Self-
Defense Case exemplify how responsive justice grapples with the interplay of legal, moral, and political dimensions
in practice. When addressing legal-moral dilemmas, responsive justice should prioritize intrinsic legal values while
cautiously allowing extrinsic justice values as exceptions. It must guard against moral overreach in judicial narratives
and avoid allowing legal principles to overstep established rules in adjudication. In tackling legal-political challenges,
responsive justice should maintain judicial independence, resisting undue administrative interference in the exercise of
judicial authority and preventing societal stability concerns from superseding case-specific justice in verdicts.

Key words: Judicial moralization; Judicial politicization; Responsive justice; Proactive jurisprudence; Public opinion
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