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Identity Construction from the Perspective of Conceptual
Metaphor: “Blood” and “Classification” in the Harry Potter
Series

Li Jiayao

Guangxi University, Nanning

Abstract: This study takes the Harry Potter series as its research object, analyzing the identity construction of “blood

status” and “sorting” in the novels from the perspective of conceptual metaphor. Through the opposition between “pure-

blood” and “Muggle-born,” as well as the ritual and system of “House Sorting,” the novels demonstrate the crucial role

of metaphor in shaping social identity and personal selthood. Employing textual analysis within the framework of

conceptual metaphor theory, this paper reveals that blood status metaphors primarily rely on the “purity-pollution”

mapping pattern, emphasizing hierarchical differences and exclusion in identity. In contrast, sorting metaphors, through

the “container-belonging” and “choice-destiny” metaphorical patterns, transform individual character and values into

group labels. The study finds that these two types of metaphor not only drive the narrative forward but also reflect

cognitive patterns and cultural conceptions concerning social relations and self-identity within the English-speaking

context. The significance of this research lies in expanding the application of cognitive linguistics to the interpretation of

literary texts, while also offering a new perspective for understanding modes of English thought.
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