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Value Implications, Derivative Risks, and Governance
Pathways in the Popularization of Rock Climbing

Zhang Dan
Sichuan Tourism University, Chengdu

Abstract: The popularization of rock climbing has emerged as an important developmental trend shaped by the
combined effects of its inclusion in the Olympic Games, the expansion of outdoor leisure, and the restructuring of urban
sports consumption. Examining its value implications, derivative risks, and governance pathways therefore has practical
significance. Using literature review and logical analysis, this study investigates the popularization of rock climbing.
The findings indicate that, under the influence of Olympic inclusion and the promotion of multiple stakeholders, the
competitive, educational, leisure-related, and other extended values of rock climbing have gradually been explored. At
the same time, however, this process has generated multiple problems, including safety risks, training risks, operational
risks, misleading communication risks, and risks related to responsibility allocation. The deeper problem does not lie
in the failure of a single actor, but in the normative gaps, goal deviations, information discontinuities, and misaligned
understandings of responsibility among administrative departments, operating institutions, coaches and professional
service providers, participants, and their families. These problems are further amplified through their interactions. In
response, it is necessary to improve the system of classified rules, strengthen professional support capacity, enhance risk
warnings and rule explanations, and promote collaborative governance among multiple stakeholders.

Key words: Rock climbing; Popularization; Constraining factors; Risk governance
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