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Innovation in Procuratorial Performance in Crime Scene

Reconstruction for Difficult Homicide Cases

— The Construction and Practice of the “Limited Determination”
Model

Yan Jing Yan Shihong Huang Qing
People’s Procuratorate of Guangzhou City, Guangdong Province, Guangzhou

Abstract: Crime scene reconstruction is a core aspect of handling difficult homicide cases. However, the
traditional “precision positioning” model has become largely ineffective in cold cases due to objective constraints
such as the loss of the original scene and fragmented evidence. Using the robbery case of Zhao XX and Huang
XX as an analytical sample, this paper systematically expounds the “limited determination” model innovatively
applied by the procuratorial organ: at the evidence review stage, three categories of evidence groups —
“positional characteristics, behavioral connections, and injury corroboration” — are constructed to achieve
a systematic integration of fragmented evidence; at the fact-finding stage, a three-step reasoning method of
“feature comparison, correlation corroboration, and reasonable exclusion” is applied to ensure the uniqueness
and exclusivity of the scene determination conclusion; and at the model construction level, four constitutive
requirements are defined — “clear core features, a complete and closed evidence chain, comprehensive exclusion
of reasonable doubt, and verifiable core facts” — thereby defining strict application boundaries. The theoretical
contribution of this model lies in revealing a viable path beyond “absolute restoration” and promoting a paradigm
shift in crime scene reconstruction research from an “investigation-centered” to a “procuratorial-centered”
approach. Its practical value is that it provides a replicable guidance scheme for procuratorial organs nationwide
in handling similar cases, achieving an organic balance between combating crime and protecting human rights.

Key words: Crime scene reconstruction; Difficult homicide cases; Limited determination; Evidence integration;

Procuratorial performance
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