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Integrated Discipline and Major Catalog Systems in the UK
and the US: Experiences and Enlightenment for China from
a Historical Institutionalism Perspective

Mao Zihao
Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing

Abstract: Against the backdrop of building a strong educational nation and advancing high-quality development of
higher education, China’s three discipline and major catalogs for postgraduate, undergraduate, and higher vocational
education have long been administered by separate departments. This segmented governance has formed prominent path
dependence and institutional lock-in, resulting in inconsistent classification logics, asynchronous revision cycles, and
poor content articulation. Consequently, the catalogs fail to achieve the national reform goal of “collaborative linkage”,
severely restricting cross-level talent cultivation coherence and in-depth integration of general and vocational education.
Existing studies mostly focus on textual analysis of single national systems or horizontal comparisons of single-level
catalogs, lacking systematic deconstruction of the underlying operational logic of integration from an institutional
change perspective. Adopting historical institutionalism as the analytical framework, this paper systematically examines
the evolutionary processes, critical junctures, and institutional logics of the “full-level coverage” paradigm in the United
States and the “dual-track mutual recognition” paradigm in the United Kingdom, extracting their common experiences
in content construction and institutional design. The study reveals that the US achieves integration through institutional
restructuring led by a single authoritative body, while the UK realizes gradual compatibility via national qualification
frameworks under its dual-track tradition. In light of China’s institutional realities, this paper proposes seizing the
current policy window to optimize cross-departmental coordinated governance, adopt a gradual reform path, establish a
positive feedback mechanism, and balance institutional stability and dynamic adaptability, providing a localized solution
for constructing a collaborative integrated system of three catalogs with Chinese characteristics.

Key words: Discipline and major catalog; Integrated construction; Historical institutionalism; Integration of general and

vocational education; Collaborative governance
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