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The Effect of Positive Psychological Capital on High School
Students’ Sense of Social Responsibility: The Mediating Role
of Sense of Meaning in Life

Song Lin‘[ingl’z’3 Wang Lihui' Wang Yikai'

1. School of Education, Hulunbuir University, Hailat, Inner Mongolia, Hulunbuir;
2. School of Psychology, Northwest Normal University, Gansu;
3. Research Center for Ethnic Intermingled Education and Psychology, Hulunbuir University, Hulunbuir

Abstract: Objective: To explore the influence of positive psychological capital and sense of meaning in life on high
school students’ sense of social responsibility, and the mediating role of sense of meaning in life. Methods: A survey was
conducted among 350 high school students using the Positive Psychological Capital Questionnaire (PPQ), the Meaning
of Life Questionnaire (MLQ) and the Social Responsibility Questionnaire. Results: (1)In the total score of social
responsibility, there was no significant difference between male and female students (=-0.858, p>0.05), but there was a
significant difference in the score of student leaders (¢=2.992, p<0.01), and the difference in grade score was significant
(F=3.747, p<0.05); (2)Positive psychological capital, sense of meaning in life and social responsibility were significantly
positively correlated (r=0.576 ~ 0.718, p<0.01); (3)The sense of meaning in life exerted a partial mediating effect between
positive psychological capital and social responsibility. Conclusion: Positive psychological capital and sense of life
meaning have an important impact on the formation of high school students’ social responsibility. Positive psychological
capital can independently affect high school students’ social responsibility, and can also indirectly affect high school
students’ social responsibility through the sense of life meaning influences.

Key words: Positive psychological capital; Sense of meaning in life; Social responsibility
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