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A Study on the Translation of Popular Financial Science Texts
from an Area Studies Perspective Based on Skopos Theory
—A Case Study of The Map of Decision Analysis

Kong Lingshan Mi Liying
School of Foreign Studies, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai

Abstract: The translation of Popular Financial Science Texts serves as an important vehicle for the cross-cultural
dissemination of financial knowledge, and the quality of translation directly affects readers’ understanding and
assimilation of specialized content. From the perspective of Area Studies and within the theoretical framework of Skopos
Theory, this Japanese-to-Chinese translation practice takes The Map of Decision Analysis: Beyond the Three Financial
Statements: Understanding Business Models as the source text. It examines the linguistic and cultural characteristics
of Japanese business culture, commercial practices, and management philosophies, while taking into account the
differences between Chinese and Japanese financial discourse systems and knowledge dissemination patterns. Guided
by the three fundamental principles of Skopos Theory—the Skopos rule, the coherence rule, and the fidelity rule—
this study adopts translation strategies including terminological translation, cultural adaptation, and information
restructuring to explore how regional and cultural factors influence the selection of translation strategies for Popular
Financial Science Texts. It seeks to achieve an appropriate balance among professionalism, accuracy, and readability in
the target text, thereby providing practical reference for the effective dissemination of Japanese financial knowledge in
the Chinese context.

Key words: Area studies; Skopos theory; Translation of popular financial science texts; Skopos rule; Coherence rule;

Fidelity rule
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