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From the “Eldest Son of the Republic” to the “In Need of
Revitalization” Northeast: The Landscape Production of the

Northeast Regional Image in the People’s Daily

Wei Feifei

Abstract: In recent years, the portrayal of the Northeast has become a focal point in various media
texts, deeply influencing public perceptions of the region. Based on the theory of landscape society,
this article conceptualizes the Northeast as portrayed in various media as the “Landscape Northeast,”
employing big data analysis methods to focus on how the media image of the Northeast has been
constructed in the People’s Daily since the founding of the People’s Republic of China. The study finds
that the regional image of the Northeast in People’s Daily reports has transformed from being the “Eldest
Son of the Republic,” representing the vanguard of China’s economic development, to being a pioneer
of reform, actively embracing the wave of reforms, and finally to an “ailing” region in need of support
during the Northeast revitalization process. Policy development and economic trends are the primary
factors influencing the image of the Northeast. Beyond policy, depictions related to the everyday lives
of the people rarely make it into the reporting framework of the People’s Daily.
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Figure 4 Word cloud of reports on northeast China in the People’s Daily (2003-2023)

ANFE TR LUZRAC TAG oA E Gl , 7eRb2 kBB SIS Z T, RO R., Iy
SR SRRV R AR SRR B 2R o Hk, CARSHAR ) Tl T2 GF
Mk cgke” o8 RE” ) (CEBBE BMERB T (@50 ) ) (i, HEIRTRIES )
AHRGE , SRR A SR 2 Behh, (AR B X — IR IH AL A Uk Jie A
WA R, FEXE AR CPRMSAIBCR AN SRR T RSl Bldn,  GERH, TAE
SAHESIIR G ) (A Bk, HEBERS ) CURFHTTRZRIX, B3 0T RIR A SR Ry i ) 254l
SRS T ZR Il DCER T HE Sl AR U R 4B B I . CIRMSARIEHUAT I G %) (R
PRI E A E AR RAET)  CRARATL B ZRAL R4 ) (B IR 4 205 i >4 hntke
B RAFE R ) SEHGE N R AL IR A BRI 3, s e KR, ARIR R
HITI, AL T SRR B RILIRSGT LR, ShRtks) 2B

Befk &, ERIIRGRIEZ T, ZIRAMKIHFRS 1 IE s oy E A [0 Rsms , B 2
BZRACHE BB R LM IR 4B 5 . AN, MIRTERIAEE, "I — T AR Bl &5 AL
HWIX ST R BURIRRAS, M SR CBUARALIRSET TR, R ARILE
THRE WO PR SRz R, BRI TR CBREST BER.

https://doi.org/10.35534/cnr.05604006 www.sciscanpub.com/journals/cnr



N “HEKS 8 “HiRY” BRI (ARBR) MRS RIKMES 6l

. &g

AW F e, 255 RBARITE Tk, b ERGLE CARBR) RTAR
JERHGEBERT T o0, BRI, TEARRIBII R B, (AR BHR) BTl p AR L SA B

5, BORRJEMZTT RN 2 R LR R A i 200K . RACHHBIE R (AR B )
fGE T2y T AR EATT LRSS ER CHMER T, B TR, B A SRR
FRFEIL, FERACIRMGHERE R R 1 RS ET R BURZAL, RPRAH W
A ) SR ARMERE A CA RS HAR) BORGEHERS . FESEM A BE Rl , KA Pl 4t 2 A1 15 30,
A REAES— P RS R, AN T I R QLA A BRSO T AR AR 4
R R ES O RAERGER . Ak, (ARBR) B5ELUEE—RiRE e, ke
THX FAACAIE Gty S TR AL A S BUESE 10 LR AR . Rk, W58 nl 25 5 8 A
WL TR ZMACA, JCTHIERAR A A=A, 208 “SoZRE™ A R0 i AAS [ AR

@ B35, KA AL S

PLCRrdfti ) AAZE (D] )70 BRI, 2017.

www.sciscanpub.com/journals/cnr https://doi.org/10.35534/cnr.0504006



