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A Study on the Generative Logic and Governance Pathways of Sports “Fandom
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Abstract: With the advancement of digital technology and social media, the “fan circle” culture originating
from the entertainment industry is rapidly permeating the sports sector, giving rise to a distinct phenomenon of
sports “fandomization” characterized by organization, emotional engagement, and data-driven dynamics. While
expanding the influence and market vitality of sports, this phenomenon also triggers a series of risks such as group
polarization, cyberbullying, privacy infringement, and the trivialization of competitive spirit, posing challenges to
the professionalism, fairness, and public discourse space of sports. Therefore, this study focuses on this phenomenon,
employing a combination of literature analysis and case studies. Following a research framework of “external

manifestations — generative logic — dual impacts — governance pathways”, it systematically examines the “fan-
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circle-ization” of sports in the context of new media. The research reveals that sports “fan-circle-ization” has evolved
into a systemic alienation of fan behavior across economic, social, and ethical dimensions, posing severe challenges
to the professionalism, fairness, and public rationality of sports. At the generative logic level, this phenomenon
arises from the interplay of new media technological architecture, fan emotional psychology, and commercial capital
logic. Based on this analysis, the study proposes a collaborative governance framework spanning four dimensions:
Institutional, industry, platform, and educational: Governments should refine laws and regulations while enhancing
cross-departmental regulatory coordination; The sports industry must strengthen self-regulation, standardize athletes’
commercial activities, and expand constructive fan communication channels; Platforms must clarify responsibilities,
optimize algorithm ethics, and refine content governance mechanisms; Schools and families should deepen values
education to foster a social culture that reveres sportsmanship. This study aims to provide theoretical references and
practical guidance for systematically addressing fan culture chaos in sports and purifying the online sports ecosystem,
thereby supporting the healthy development of sports and advancing the nation’s journey toward becoming a sports
powerhouse.
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